


EXPERIENCED SOLICITORS WANTED!

EXPERIENCED SOLICITOR OPPORTUNITIES
Woodward Chrisp | Gisborne, New Zealand

What if your legal career matched the life you want to live?

For many experienced solicitors, success starts to look different.
The work still matters deeply, but so do flexibility, great clients, lifestyle, family, purpose, and having time and energy left for life outside the office.

At Woodward Chrisp, we understand that.

We are looking for experienced solicitors to help strengthen and shape several key practice areas within our firm. These are genuine opportunities for lawyers who enjoy good work, value strong client relationships, and want to be part of a capable, down-to-earth team without sacrificing the life outside the office.

We are currently seeking experienced solicitors in:
• Commercial & Property
• Criminal Litigation
• Employment Law

Woodward Chrisp is one of Gisborne’s largest and longest-standing law firms, with roots dating back to the 1880s. Today, we are a modern, well-resourced practice with more than 40 solicitors and support staff, known for practical advice, strong relationships, and a genuinely collaborative culture.

We act for a diverse and loyal client base across Tairāwhiti and beyond, including businesses, farmers, investors, trusts, community organisations, and families. The work is varied, interesting, and meaningful, with the opportunity to build long-term client relationships and become a trusted part of the community.

These roles offer genuine autonomy and scope. Depending on your experience and interests, there are opportunities to lead files, mentor junior lawyers, grow practice areas, strengthen client relationships, and help shape the future direction of the firm.

At Woodward Chrisp, we are proud of the balance we offer. We have modern systems, strong administrative support, flexible working arrangements, realistic expectations, and a team culture built on mutual respect and collaboration.

As a member of NZ Law, we also provide access to national specialist networks, conferences, professional development opportunities, and ongoing knowledge sharing with firms throughout New Zealand.

What we offer:

• High-quality and varied legal work
• Genuine opportunities and leadership pathways
• Competitive remuneration and bonus structure
• Flexible working arrangements
• Modern systems and excellent support staff
• Realistic budgets and manageable expectations
• A collaborative and social team culture
• The opportunity to build a rewarding long-term career in a supportive regional firm

What we’re looking for:

• A current New Zealand practising certificate
• Strong experience in your area of practice
• Excellent communication and client relationship skills
• Good judgement, professionalism, and pragmatism
• Leadership capability or mentoring interest
• A collaborative approach and a sense of humour

And then there is Gisborne.
Tairāwhiti offers a lifestyle that is becoming increasingly difficult to find. Here, your commute is measured in minutes, not hours. You can finish work and still make it to the beach, the mountain bike trails, your child’s sports game, or dinner with friends.

The region offers an exceptional quality of life, with beautiful coastlines, strong schools, thriving sports and arts communities, wineries, outdoor adventure, and a welcoming community. For many lawyers and families, it provides the balance they did not realise they were missing.

This is an opportunity to continue building a serious legal career, while living a genuinely good life alongside it.

If you are an experienced solicitor considering your next step, we would love to hear from you. Please apply now and contact Frieda Weiberle Frieda.W@wwclaw.co.nz with your CV, cover letter and academic transcripts.

Discover what your career and your life could look like with Woodward Chrisp, in Gisborne.



